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very considerable ground for dissatisfaction. The impar-
tiality of the police has been questioned in case after case
where there is not merely no fragment of counter-proof,
but where, also, as in the notorious Urquhart case,1 the
authorities have denied the alleged bias until it was im-
possible to do so with hope of success. Almost invari-
ably, also, the Home Secretary has supported the police
and refused a public enquiry even where, as in the
Thurloe Square case,* it is evident that his decision has
been wholly built upon the partial testimony of the police
themselves. The justices of the peace have constantly
shown a tendency to accept unconfirmed police evidence
to a degree that has gravely undermined at any rate the
confidence of the working-class in the proceedings over
which they preside.3 The extent, particularly, to which,
with magisterial sanction, the offence of using "insulting
words or behaviour*' has been extended by the police to
secure the suppression of activities from the Left is
ominous.  Interference with processions and  meetings
which were otherwise wholly peaceful has been growingly
characteristic of the last ten or fifteen years. It is hardly,
I think, an exaggeration to say that the famous principle
of Beatty v. Gillbanks* has become practically a dead letter
in the minor courts of law whenever either the unem-
ployed or the Communists have been concerned.
The costs of litigation have made appeal from magis-
terial decisions in these cases a luxury hardly open to the
majority of those involved. It has therefore been infre-
quent for the High Court fco act upon those decisions by
way of appeal. But, in so far as it has been put to the test,
« Cf. the account of this cate in W. H. Thompion, CMlliber&t, p. 60 £.
* Cf. the «pecial report of the National Council of Civil Liberties on this ca»e,
s Cf. the commenti of "Solicitor," op. cit., p. ixand^z/jiwjandCharfc* Muir,
Jiatict. tx a Distressed Area (1937), especially Chapter I.
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